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MISSION

WATERSPIRIT is a
center committed to
informing, inspiring and

Last week | was in the Catskill Mountains
of upstate New York. On a mild late winter
afternoon, | watched the Esopus River, swollen
by snow melt, roil its brisk, brownish self down
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changes necessary to part of the community of life through which ity that all life depends on water. These prin-
protect and preserve they so generously flowed. ciples include the following:
creation However, | know that private “ownership *  The intrinsic value of the Earth’s fresh
, . of water or, what is called the privatization of water precedes its utility and commer-
* Commit to joining o ; ; )
s with others i water, is increasingly becoming one of the cial value, and therefore must be re-
efforts with others in : )
confronting ecologi- most serious threats to our - to Earth’s — wa- spected and safeguarded by all political,
8 g ter security. Given our water crisis (One per- . A
i AR commercial, and social institutions.
cal Issues son in six in the world does not have regular % ,
L Earth’s fresh water belongs to the
WATERSPIRIT col- access to clean drinking water. The UN pre-

laborates with other
groups locally, region-
ally, nationally and in-
ternationally in promot-
ing informed concern

and action.

/144,

dicts that by 2025, two-thirds of the world’s
population will not have access to sufficient
drinking water.), governments and world
monetary institutions are increasingly seeing
the privatization of water as a solution to the
problem. Put water in the hands of transna-
tional corporations, who, in actuality, see the
crisis as an economic opportunity. Fortune
magazine has stated: “Water promises to be to
the 21* century what oil was to the 20" cen-

Earth and all species, and therefore
must not be treated as a private com-
modity to be bought, sold, and traded
for profit.

*  The global fresh water supply is a
shared legacy, a public trust, a funda-
mental human right, and therefore, a

collective responsibility.

(Continued on page 2)
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Do You Use Bottled Water?

(Continued from page 1)
This issue of the WATERSPIRIT newsletter will present
one aspect of the privatization of water, an aspect that can

easily be addressed by our readers — bottled water.

The annual sales of bottled water is more than thirty-five
billion dollars worldwide. In 2002, nearly six billion gallons of
bottled water were sold in the U.S,, an increase of nearly
eleven percent over 200l. Americans paid $7.7 billion for
bottled water in 2002.

The bottled water on our super market shelves is the
“product” of giant soft drink corporations including Nestles,
Coca Cola, Pepsi, Proctor & Gamble and Danone. For exam-
ple, Perrier is owned by Nestles. Aquafina is a Pepsi line.
Coca Cola markets Dasani water. The competition for mar-

kets is fierce in this rapidly growing business.

Worse still for the environment is the relentless search
for new water sources for this bottling industry. These trans-
national corporations search the planet, buy up farms, wil-
derness tracks and whole water systems in order to suck out
what has come to be known as “blue gold.” Massive pipe-
lines and huge tankers transport water from one area of the
world to another to where the profits are greatest. Aqui-
fers, streams and lakes are being drained, seriously imperiling
whole life systems in these areas, including the welfare of

human beings.

The over 6 billion gallons of bottled water presently sold
annually in the US alone are packaged in |.5 million tons of
plastic. Discarded plastic bottles are found in streams, on
roadsides, on beaches, in woods, littering land and seascapes.
Nine out of ten plastic water bottles end up as garbage or
litter and, ultimately clog landfills. The toxins in much of this

plastic can leach into ground water.

Massive marketing campaigns would lead us to believe
that bottled water is safer and healthier than tap water to

drink. Not necessarily so. The bottled water industry is one
of the least regulated industries in the world. In a recent
study of the Natural Resources Defense Council, more than
1000 bottles of water from 103 countries were tested. The
test revealed that one third of the brands sampled contained
levels of contamination, including traces of arsenic and E. coli.
One-quarter of bottled water is actually taken from the tap
and although it is further processed and purified to some
degree, bottled water, in most countries including the US, is
subject to much less regulation than tap water, and even
when contaminants are found, the bottled water can still be
sold with a small disclaimer on the label.

So what are we to do? Find out the quality of your tap
water. [If you are concerned about it, consider using filters.
Filters range from whole house units to faucet and pitcher
devices that are designed to remove a variety of contami-
nants. It is important to remember, however, that, while
such filters are much more environmentally sound than bot-
tled water, energy and materials are still needed for filter
production and distribution and used up filter components
usually end up in landfills where they can release toxins col-
lected from the water back into the environment. They are a
temporary solution and no substitute for proper watershed
conservation and management — in other words, working to

clean up and keep clean our natural water supply.

| return to my memory of the Esopus valley. How clear
it was to me, that day, that water is integral to the web of
life. It is a benefit provided by a giving Earth and naturally
distributed for the good of all life. It cannot be “owned” and
sold for the highest profit. Such action is a violation of any
sense of water as a sacred gift. Our willingness to re-assess
our use and abuse of water — for example, patronizing the
bottled water industry — can be a testimony to our own be-
lief in water as a sacred gift for the whole community of life.

Suzanne Golas, csjp

Article reprinted from WATERSPIRIT's Newsletter

For more information on WATERSPIRIT and its programs and to see more newsletter
articles, please visit our website at

http:// www.waterspirit.org
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